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Reunite at Rose

News Briefs H o m e c o m i n g
By Andrew Klusman

2 0 0 8

Photos by Andrew Carlson, Jim Sedoff & Tim Ekl

Indiana man kills sex
offender in home
On Sunday morning, a convicted sex offender broke into a 17-year old girl’s bedroom in Indiana. The girl woke up and
screamed, causing her father to wake up,
and her mother to call 911. The father found
the sex offender naked, except for a mask
and latex gloves. When police arrived, they
found the 64-year old father Robert McNally
on the hallway ﬂoor with his arm around the
neck of the sex offender, 52-year old David
T. Meyers. Meyers was pronounced dead
at the scene. Police say Meyers had a heart
condition, and may have had a heart attack.
An autopsy has been planned. Meyers had
served 10 years in prison for criminal conﬁnement, in addition to sexual deviate conduct. He was registered as a sex offender
in Marion County. Police do not anticipate
any charges against McNally.

North Korea said to
deploy missiles
A South Korean newspaper has said that
North Korea has deployed more than 10
missiles on its west coast for an imminent
test launch, and that Pyongyang has halted
the United Nations monitoring of its nuclear
complex. The move comes after reports the
United States has offered to remove North
Korea from its terrorism blacklist, in an effort
to keep a nuclear disarmament pact from
falling apart. If North Korea would ﬁre all
ten missiles, it would be an unprecedented
test, but reports say North Korea may only
launch half of them. The United States Department of State has urged North Korea to
not do anything that would increase tension
on the Korean peninsula, and stated that actions by North Korea have not been helpful
in the last month to the disarmament talks,
but such actions are reversible. In addition
to this development, the North Korean also
stated that they have stopped disabling their
facilities for nuclear arms manufacture.

Debt clock runs out
The national debt has run so high that the
19 year old “National Debt Clock” can no
longer display the full amount. The digital
counter keeps track of the national debt,
but when the number passed $10 trillion
last month, the sign could no longer keep
track. The clock was put up in 1989 to bring
attention to the $2.7 trillion level of debt in
1989 by Seymour Durst, when the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was $5.5 trillion. The
GDP in 2007 was $13.8 trillion. The son of
Seymour Durst hopes to replace the clock
early next year. For now, the dollar sign on
the clock has been covered by a one to allow
the clock to keep track of the debt.
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The Rose Thorn

4x4 Rose-doku
By Melissa Brumbaugh

Use the symbols: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 0 ! @ # % ^ & to ﬁll in the missing spaces. Be sure not to repeat
any symbol in each row, column,
or 4x4 square.
Was that puzzle last week HARD? Well, an
error was found in it after publication. If
you want to try your hand at it one more
time, you can find it online, at the same
place you find the answers!
Happy puzzling!

Find the answers to all Rose
Thorn puzzles at:

http://www.rose-hulman.edu/
thorn

CLASSIFIEDS
Two bedroom house

Comfortable house for rent to Rose students

Four minutes to Rose
Near stadium at Wabash and Brown Avenue
Just remodeled, off street parking in privacy fenced back yard, air, ADT, clean, 24/7
maintenance, fridge and range and washer dryer hookup, well maintained.
9-12 month lease. $500 plus utilities
478-9286

Short drive 10-15 minutes from campus in Riley, past the new Wal-Mart on 46. Two bedrooms plus a full bath downstairs. Two bedrooms and an alcove plus a full bath upstairs.
Living room with ﬁreplace, dining room,
large kitchen with dishwasher and garbage disposal, large rec room, attached oversize
2 car garage.
All appliances provided including washer and dryer. Central A/C.
Mostly furnished. $250 per month per student plus share of utilities.
Landlord pays water and sewer.
Space available for 2 students starting this Winter Quarter.
Campus ext-8317 or 240-4774.
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Cornell U. Web site lets you create perfect candidate

Brendan Doyle

Cornell Daily Sun
Sen. Julian Polonius Foley
Marcos DeWiki III will not be
appearing on any ballots this
November.
But if the research project of
professor Tarleton Gillespie fc
and graduate students Dmitry
Epstein and Josh Braun is successful, he could unanimously
be the people’s choice. DeWiki
is the creation of users of WikiCandidate08.com, a non-partisan Web site that has been running since March. Any user can
edit the candidate’s profile.
“This is both a provocation of
people, and a research project,”
said Gillespie. “If it never does
produce the perfect candidate,
I don’t think that means it’s a
failure.”
WikiCandidate hopes to bring
people from across party lines
to create “the perfect candidate,” a presidential hopeful
who, ideologically and personably, all of America could support. Josh Braun first thought of
the concept for Wiki-Candidate
after the 2004 elections, when
he noticed the complaints of his
friends and colleague’s about
single policy issues or person-

ality traits of a candidate. After
beating the idea around with
Gillespie and Epstein, Braun’s
vision began to develop in the
nascent stages of the presidential primaries.
“The context of the site reflects what’s going on in the
real election,” said Braun. “We
wanted to see people hash out
those [political] issues.”
As planning for the site expanded, undergraduates, including Julie Bai ’09, were
recruited to help design and develop WikiCandidate.
“I think it’s a really cool site,”
said Bai, who is a web developer
and was involved with the usability tests in the preliminary
stages. “Through this social interactivity, I hope people see
the importance of voting.”
A short registration form is
necessary to edit WikiCandidate. After that, users are free
to change any part of the site,
which was designed to emulate
real campaign sites. The candidate’s life story, policies, news
events and even supporters are
all controlled by the users.
With several hundred registered users helping to shape
his policies, DeWicki appears
to be a socially progressive

candidate thus far. According
to his “biography,” Dewicki is a
Hawaiian-born U.C.-Berkeley
and Yale Law School graduate,
who practiced with the law firm
“Swindle, Scrooge and Miserly.”
He is currently caught up in the
turmoil of a mortgage bribery
scandal. Additionally, users are
able to view how the candidate has changed over time. At
one point, the candidate was a
woman. DeWicki was also Mex-

“

Let’s see it
through this election cycle, and
see what people
make of this.

”

ican born for a short period.
Discussion forums accompany
each section of WikiCandidate.
“We’ll just let this thing run,
probably through inauguration
day,” Gillespie said. “Up to that
point, it’s essentially up to the
users to decide what happens
to this person.”

Miami U. grad students, faculty return
safely after Guatemalan attack
Kellyn Moran
The Miami Student
Two Miami University professors and three graduate students
are safe and back in Oxford after
being ambushed by gunmen in
Guatemala.
On the morning of June 23,
the group was ﬁve miles from
the Belize border when two men
wielding riﬂes stepped out of the
underbush 10 feet in front of the
van. The driver sped up, but two
bullets were ﬁred and hit the vehicle.
One bullet went through the
driver’s side window and exited
out the passenger’s side window
after grazing the mouth of Mark
Boardman, director of the Institute of Environmental Sciences.
The other bullet went through
the window by the third bench
seat. According to the incident
report, graduate student Anne
Wick ducked in time and the
bullet went over her head. However, the bullet ricocheted off
the inside of the van and struck
the owner’s daughter’s hand and
stomach.
Boardman said he was glad the
owner and her son, who was driving the van, had a quick response
time. He said he believed the men
intended to kill the driver and any
passengers they could and then
rob them.
Boardman said he is extremely
grateful to the owner of the van, a
Guatemalan woman who accompanied the group with her daughter and son.
In the incident report, Boardman wrote, “Although (the) choice
(to use local transportation) may
have cost more money, it proved to
be a life-saving one.”
He said the woman took great
care of the group when her own
daughter, who was pregnant, had
to be treated in the hospital for
gunshot wounds.
“She had the great presence of
mind to get us out of there,” Boardman said. “She just got shot at, her

daughter’s in the hospital, and she’s
helping us.”
He said she found the police to
ﬁle a report, located another van
and explained the situation to the
driver.
The group was able to stop at a
hospital in Belize to get treatment
and make it to the airport on time.
Boardman said only one ﬂight per
day leaves the airport.
Injuries resulting from the incident were minor. Boardman got
stitches and medication, which his
personal physician identiﬁed as
appropriate upon his return.
Wick had minor cuts and re-

“

Don’t send another group of
students to Guatemala.

”

quested not to receive medical
attention. Sandra Woy-Hazleton,
deputy director for academic affairs for IES, and graduate students Maricruz Rivera and Wilbert
Meade were not hurt.
The woman who had injuries to
her hand and stomach was transferred to Guatemala City for medical care and is still pregnant.
Boardman used the satellite
phone IES owns to call the ofﬁce
at Miami’s campus and report the
incident.
“There was nothing that Miami
or anyone in the U.S. could have
done … people were safe and we
would proceed and make the airplane,” Boardman said.
David Keitges, director of International Education, said he is
unaware of any incident like this
having ever happened before on a
Miami study abroad program. He
said the gunmen weren’t targeting
Americans.

“The people who ambushed
that van didn’t know they were
Americans there,” Keitges said.
“They were thugs who would do
it to Guatemalans. They weren’t
looking for Americans that day.
They were looking for any vehicle
that drove past.”
Keitges said the randomness of
the incident wouldn’t warrant the
university’s cancellation of future
trips to Guatemala. Although, he
said it was not up to him to make
that decision.
“Since that was the case, it
wouldn’t be logical for the university to say, ‘Don’t send another
group of students to Guatemala’,”
he said.
Boardman said the university
takes great effort to ensure study
abroad programs are located in
safe areas and that the university
is prepared in the case of an emergency.
The university regards the State
Department’s travel warnings, and
trips to Kenya and Haiti have been
cancelled in the recent past because of warnings issued for those
countries.
He said the university keeps student information on ﬁle, including
emergency contacts, and always
has a person manning a phone in
the case of emergencies abroad.
Students also have to purchase extra health insurance before traveling abroad through the university.
Keitges said the university is investigating the incident.
“We’re very concerned about
that program (and) the incident,”
he said. “We’re investigating it
here. But it would not appear to be
something that would be avoidable unless you said, ‘Don’t leave
Oxford in the summer.’”
Ultimately, Keitges said being familiar with the potential
dangers of where students are
traveling is the best way to stay
safe.
“It’s true of London, it’s true of
Paris, its true of Cincinnati-students have to be aware of their
surroundings,” Keitges said.

The project seeks to answer
several modern social science
questions, according to Gillespie. Among them are how
people bring up controversial issues on the Internet and
whether wikis are a viable environment for political discussion.
Though the Web site has a
modest number of users at this
point, the popularity is liable to
increase as Election Day nears.
“If you look at the usage, it
deﬁnitely spikes around key
political events,” said Gillespie.
Gillespie also cited an international presence on the site, due
to European press publications
about the project.
User humor has played a sizeable role in WikiCandidate thus
far. Various posted items include
pictures of Hello Kitty and Stephen Colbert. The ofﬁcial photo
of Senator DeWiki is currently a
wild-haired middle aged man,
appearing to be yelling behind
the back of a woman who can
only be assumed to be his wife.
“Someone had to get this
started, and the way people
started it was lightheartedly,”
said Gillepsie. Wiki-Candidate
has drawn reactions from numerous blogs and political sites.

The hardest part has proven to
be captivating the interest of
users to keep coming back.
“It’s an interesting website,
for sure,” stated graduate student Andrew Brenner in an email. “While I think it’s a good
idea, I hope it does not detract
attention from the real candidates and real issues.”
The experiment’s future is
based entirely on user responses. But there could very well be
a WikiCandidate for 2012.
“One of the things we wanted
from the beginning was that it
would be fun, it would be intriguing, and it would be worth
people’s time,” Gillepsie said.
“Let’s see it through this election cycle, and see what people
make of this.
Gillepsie’s cofounders reiterated the inherent research goals
of the Web site.
“From a research perspective,
this project depends on many
people’s participation,” Epstein
said. “I was curious to see the
mechanism through which people reach consensus.”
“A lot of the value is created
in the process, not in the final
product,” Braun said. “We’re really interested to see what people do with this.”

Ethan Williams

These questions may ﬁnally
ﬁnd an answer with the help of
the UA, which became involved
in the project in 1994. ATLAS was
completed just this year, Cheu
said, describing the ATLAS as a
cylinder-like structure, six stories tall, half a football ﬁeld long
and weighing as much as 100
empty 747s - the largest of the
six experiments.
He described how particles
will collide inside the ATLAS detector and produce a huge shower of smaller particles, which the
ATLAS will measure.
Cheu described how each
year, it will produce a stack of
information equal to a CD stack
four miles high.
The LHC is a collaboration of
2,500 physicists from 37 countries, Cheu said. “We at the U of
A have been doing a great job,
and people notice us.”
He described how they presented a better, more compact
design for a speciﬁc part of the
ATLAS.
“We are the only U.S. institution to have that kind of impact
on the design of the ATLAS detector,” Cheu said. “It’s a very
different detector, and it’s all
because of the U of A. And that’s
good.”
To put to rest some of the worries that have been circulating,
Cheu said that if microscopic
black holes were produced, they
would not be a problem.
“This isn’t just a science experiment that’s begun. It’s a moment of real institutional pride,”
Shupe said. “We are extortionately proud that this university
has scholars who have been
chosen to play a part in such an
international collaboration. You
don’t get there just because you
want to be there; you get there
because you are the best.”

U. Arizona physicists
celebrate role in
international
science experiment

Arizona Daily Wildcat
The University of Arizona
physics department’s celebrated Wednesday with the start-up
of the Large Hadron Collider, located 300 feet underground outside of Geneva, Switzerland, on
the Swiss and French border.
At 12:30 a.m. Tucson time,
the LHC switch was flipped.
The halo-like structure, with a
circumference of 17 miles, is
the scientific completion of 14
years of work for the UA.
Elliott Cheu, the interim associate dean of the College of
Science, explained that the university is involved in the ATLAS
experiment, one of six experiments located at the LHC.
“This is a great time for the
University of Arizona; it’s a start
of the largest experiment ever,”
he said. “And we at the University of Arizona… play a really key
role in the development of this
experiment.
“We’re turning on this experiment, and we hope to probe
things that have never been seen
before,” Cheu added. “We hope
with this experiment to really be
able to capture and understand
some of the most basic questions
of the universe. And this experiment will allow us to study the
smallest particles that we know.
In some sense, you can think of
it as a giant microscope.”
“We hope to catch a glimpse
of what happened one-trillionth
of a second after the Big Bang,
where energy started to form into
matter,” said Michael Shupe, the
acting physics department head.
“We hope to understand the origin of the universe, the nature of
dark matter and maybe discover
all new forms of matter.”
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Rock Band 2 has been
unleashed to rock again

Kyle Schmelz
Guest Writer
September 14 saw the release
of one of the most highly-anticipated games of this year: Rock
Band 2. Harmonix’s follow-up to
their previous best-selling music
game does not fail to impress,
offering new gameplay options,
improved graphics, more character customization options,
and of course a lengthy list of
new songs available to play.
For those unfamiliar with the
series, Rock Band is the ultimate
band simulation game. Up to
four players at a time put together the classic four-piece band
ensemble: guitar, bass, drums,
and vocals. Using controllers
shaped like and built to simulate
these instruments (and an actual microphone for vocals), the
players come together for just
about the closest thing you can
get to an actual rock band without any of the fame, fortune, or
groupies.
Featured on Rock Band 2’s
song list, which contains 84
songs, are Pearl Jam, System of a
Down, Soundgarden, Steely Dan,
Tenacious D, Dream Theater,
Rush, and Bob Dylan, among
others.
People familiar with Rock
Band and the Guitar Hero series may be surprised at some
of the songs in this list – on one
hand, Harmonix was able to pull
in many rock classics, but there
also seems to be a bigger focus
on new music, sometimes regardless of popularity.
While there aren’t as many
classic rock standards available, this opens the game up
to a more mainstream audience and opens up the door for

more genre-bending songs and
maybe even a step outside of the
boundaries of rock.
Rock Band 2 also features a
vast library of downloadable
content. All songs released for
Rock Band and Rock Band 2 (256
to date) online are cross-compatible between the games. In
addition, there are 20 songs (as
yet unreleased and unrevealed)
that will be released for free to
all owners of Rock Band 2 by the
end of October.
Harmonix has continued to
uphold their promise of new
downloadable content every
week and intends to increase
production of new songs for
download, so there are plenty
more coming. Available songs
include singles, theme packs,
and even full albums from some
bands.
Albums announced for release
before the end of the year are
“Colour and the Shape” by the
Foo Fighters, “Texas Flood” by
Stevie Ray Vaughan, No Doubt’s
Greatest Hits, and “Nothing’s
Shocking” by Jane’s Addiction.
While there are a few different gameplay options to choose
from, what they all boil down
to is basically the same thing.
While it’s nifty to see that my
personal band, “Use a Coaster!”
can play anywhere from a small
bar in Seattle to a stadium in Tokyo, it adds almost nothing to
the game beyond a little bit of
extra ﬂavor.
There lies the only real problem with Rock Band 2; the new
songs are a lot of fun and the
graphics are slightly improved,
but the interface itself and the
gameplay options see almost
no change from the ﬁrst game.
While this is by no means a deal

breaker, it would have been nice
to see a few more changes and
additions. If you buy this game
expecting much more than a
big list of new songs to play, you
may come off feeling more like
you’ve bought Rock Band 1.5
than a full-blown sequel.
In addition to the new software, though, Harmonix also released new versions of all of the
Rock Band controllers. They are
currently available individually
and will be released as a large
bundle costing $189.99 on October 19. The new guitar controller, modeled after the Fender
Stratocaster, sports several improvements and a few new features. Overall, the controller
is lighter, more comfortable to
play, and sturdier. It also features wireless gameplay and an
auto-calibration system that allows the player greater accuracy
when playing on an HD TV. The
new drum controller is quieter,
feels more like a real drum, is
much sturdier with the inclusion
of a metal-reinforced bass-drum
pedal, includes velocity sensitivity, and is also wireless.
Even without buying any
of the downloadable songs,
there’s enough content on-disc
to satisfy most gamers and the
amount of potential play-time
is almost immeasurable. So, despite a general lack of new features, Rock Band 2 still manages
to impress. Between all of the
new songs and the high-quality
peripherals, Rock Band 2 is well
worth its price-tag and comes
highly recommended.

www.teenagegraﬁtti.com

More an expansion than sequel, Rock Band 2 shows off an impressive
series of songs and boasts high standards for rival games.

-New ReleasesMusic

Movies

Keane

An American Carol

Perfect Symmetry
Ashanti
The Vault

Appaloosa
Eagle Eye
Body of Lies

DVD

Games

Baby Mama

Guilty Gear 2
Guilt

The Happening

Fracture

Forgetting Sarah Marshall

Brothers in Arms:
Hells Highway

Ofﬁcial Thorn rating: 5 elephants

A psycho-killer-anti-hero
for the simple man
Eli Baca
Staff Writer

www.darkhorse.com

In the style and themes of other titles like the “The Punisher” and
“Spawn,” “X” presents the anti-hero delivering his own brand of
justice.

In “X Omnibus Volume 2”, the
character known as X” or the “XKiller”, tries to rebuild the city of
Arcadia using any and all means
necessary. X ﬁrst appeared in
Dark Horse Comics #8 before getting his own series in early 1994.
Recently, Dark Horse collected all
of the issues in Omnibus volumes
1 and 2.
X is an anti-hero, using his powers to punish the wicked instead
of defending the helpless. He
uses the symbol of the X to get his
point across—one mark (or one
slash of the x) is a warning, while
the second mark (making anX)
means death. X is much like Batman with his dark persona and
costume, but unlike Batman, he
murders those that have broken
his law. And he has only one eye.
“X” was written by Steven
Grant, who is well known for writing the mid-80s Marvel mini-series, Punisher. His writing keeps
the characters alive but makes
the story hard to follow. The story
moves well enough together—
bringing the different elements
together to create the big picture
of the falling city of Arcadia—but
it also shows the sort of/style of
writing that people were into at
that time, the sort of “problem of
the week” stories where the hero

must defeat a certain villain that
has risen, while only marginally
keeping the all-encompassing arc
going.
The dangers that X faces come
from all over, whether from government hero institutions or
from space (the Predator makes
an appearance): X must try to free
Arcadia from the corruption and
gang wars while still evading the
Justice Department. Also, his past
is given in one comic, really only
serving to help the reader understand where he came from, but
not really contributing to what
X’s quest is. The “X Omnibus” has
very good arcs together, but some
of the comics feel more like outof-place one-shots than actual
tie-ins to X’s story.
Javier Saltares did all of the art
in Volume 2, and while it’s not exactly poor artwork, it’s deﬁnitely
older artwork. All of the characters are drawn to much bigger
proportions, making the bad guys
seem Hulk-ish and everyone else
much more fantasy-like. X as a
comic has many human elements
that can bring the story home for
readers, but the art serves to make
the series much more “out there”
then is necessary. Also, the colors
used are very cartoonish—solid
colors for each area, using lines to
convey shadows, and making the
comic a lesser version of other
superhero comics like Superman

or X-Men. The comic even has
the “WAM!”, “BLAM!”, “SMASH!”
of the old ‘60s Batman television
series.
The characters of X are very
one-dimensional, and hard to
like (or dislike). Many of them fall
into stereotypes of mob men and
homeless people.
Some of them seem to have
more personality than others, like
X or some of his foes, but for the
most part, X is the one that stands
out as not being something classiﬁable. The people he’s trying to
save don’t understand the corruption of power or even how the
economic system has to work,
while the people he kills have
murdered others to get to their
seat of power, or are using drugs
and the like to fund their business
plans.
“X: Omnibus Volume 2” didn’t
really reel me in, and many times
I found it hard to read because it
seemed like is just a bad cross of
other hero characters. The X universe contains an indestructible
hero and characters with half a
brain, and really only serves to
create a never-ending war between murder and corruption.

Ofﬁcial Thorn rating: 2 elephants
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The Cubs: forty days, one hundred years
Friday, October 10, 2008

Matt Melton
Flipside Editor
Forty days. I would guess that
since I unwrapped my Cubs jersey, one of the greatest birthday
presents ever, I have worn it for
about 40 days. It’s the trademark
blue jersey, authentic, the Cubs
“C” with a bear on the inside of
it gracing the top left side on its
front. Geovany Soto, the soon
to be rookie of the year, has his
name and number stiched across
the back of it in sparkling white
fabric. When I wash it nowadays
at Rose, I always hang dry it, lest
I crumple its precious lettering
or logo. To say I enjoy having the
jersey is quite an understatement—I absolutely love it.
Forty days I had worn the jersey before this weekend, and

comments I received about it
were few and far between. I
would occasionally hear a few
comments from fellow Cubs
fans and rival Sox fans back
home in Chicago, and maybe
a Cardinals fan or two, but not
too often. Most of the remarks
came in late June, when the
Cubs swept the Sox out of the
north side, bringing tears of joy
to many a Cubs fan. We used the
Wrigley Field bleachers as target
practice those three games, absolutely wailing the meatballs
the White Sox pitchers were
serving like overzealous waiters.
Of course, we got ours the following weekend, when the Sox
extended their batting practice
to nine innings with the Cubs
pitching staff and swept us back
on their home field. The bicker-

ing between the Cubs and Sox
fan was pretty strong in those
days, as both teams were soon
in the top of their leagues, and a
Cubs-Sox World Series became
a common discussion among
even ESPN news anchors. But as
many comments as I have about
wearing my beloved Cubs jersey
those weeks, nothing would
prepare me for what I would a
hear a few short months later.
Forty days I wore that jersey,
two to three times a week usually. So when the Cubs were
swept out of the playoffs this
weekend by the rampaging Los
Angeles Dodgers, I saw no problem with wearing my Cubs jersey once again. The deluge of
comments I heard for my attire
that day could not have been
matched had I been wearing

nothing but a Speedo and a beret. Nearly everyone I saw that
knew which direction first base
was from home plate was giving me some kind of comment
about the Cubs. “Hey, how’d the
game go this weekend?”, “This
is your year, right?” or my personal favorite, “Better luck next
year,” was all I heard for two
days straight. All I could think of
was how had the Cubs suddenly
become more fun to laugh at
and hate than the insufferable
New York Yankees?
Now, being a Cubs fan, I am
well trained in the art of trash
talking. So when it was a Cardinals fan remarking, the response was a quick, “When do
the Cardinals play?” (Next April,
since they didn’t even make the
playoffs). For Sox fans, it was

“You’ll be on the first flight back
to O’Hare tomorrow night too,”
(and they were, losing three
to one to the Rays). As for the
other teams’ fans, they decided
to jump on the Cubs at that moment, I merely made responses
up on the spot and continued
on my way. But throughout it
all, there was one question, one
simple question that I could
never give an immediate response to. One clear-cut, almost
rhetorical question, that I could
not immediately respond to because I did not have fifty minutes to stand there and give my
full fledged response to. The basic question, in multiple forms,
boiled down to this: “Why are
you still a Cubs fan?”
Continued on Page 7 ...

Polling results, from Page 6

John McCain - 45%

Obama - 45%

John McCain - 45%

Obama - 51%

John McCain - 44%

Obama - 42.5%

John McCain - 41%

John McCain - 44%

John McCain - 36%

Obama - 48%

Obama - 44%

Obama - 50%
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OPINIONS
Career affair
The votes are in
The Rose Thorn

Christine Price
Opinions Editor

Ah, the Career Fair. A chance
for bright-eyed Rose students to
toot their own horn, and learn
about the companies that make
living in that strange place called
“the Real World” possible. Like
hundreds of my peers, I had the
privilege of walking the walk and
talking a short, should-havebeen-better-rehearsed
talk.
And as I went booth to booth,
I couldn’t help but think about
that speed dating thing I heard
about somewhere, and about
how either recruiting or dating need to be reformed. True,
they are a bit different. For one,
proclaiming your desire for lifelong commitment is commendable. For the other, it is creepy
as heck. For one, lots of experience is seen as a virtue. For
the other, a potential biological
hazard. For one, you are on the
ball if you have a resume, cover

http://www.job-interviewtips.com

With her powersuit, resume, and
determined smile, this woman is
ready for a hot, hot date.
letter, and business card. For
the other, you will be laughed
at for bringing out a list of skills,

past positions, and references.
I admit I don’t know which system is more broken, hiring or
dating. Perhaps if we mix proven stratagem from each, both
can improve. Instead of lying to
your potential significant other
about salary, your boss can lie to
you about it! Instead of putting
off doing work to play computer
games, you can put off doing
your… wait, we go to Rose, I’m
sure this already happens. Anyway, by combining the two we
can add even more mystery to
the job hunting process (“They
know I’m perfect for the job.
They even said they don’t know
anybody better for it. And then
they went and hired a Purdue
student. WHY?”), and add even
more unfathomable formality to
the dating process (“So, where
do you see yourself in five years?
How many pennies do you need
to stack to get to the moon?”).
There’s nothing like combining
the worst of both worlds.

Palin not presidential

Jeff Miller
Guest Writer
There’s no denying that the
next president will inherit a
great deal of trouble and the
responsibility of cleaning it up.
The role of the president, especially in recent years, is generally accepted as one of the
most stressful jobs in the world,
if not the single most stressful
job. One question that is quite
common to vice presidential
candidates in nearly every election is whether the candidate
would make a competent president if the responsibility was
thrust upon them for whatever
reason. Suppose for the sake
of argument that John McCain
is incapacitated somehow. Is
Sarah Palin prepared to be the
President of the United States?
This is a question that any
conscientious voter should
contemplate earnestly. Many
people feel that she lacks the experience even for her vice presidential candidacy, and I am inclined to agree. A great many
of our congressional members
are highly educated. They have
spent many years in the study
of law, medicine, or what have
you. Now, this doesn’t necessarily mean anything. Harry
Truman had no education past
high school, while Jimmy Carter
graduated from college, and did
graduate work in nuclear reactor
technology. The former is considered a very successful president, while the latter is gener-

ally considered a rather poor conviction, or ability to follow
president. My problem with through, how can she expect to
Sarah Palin is not necessarily sway Congress, especially a Conwhat she did at school or even if gress controlled by the opposite
she went to school. My problem party? Really the only way I can
is that she bounced around no see her accomplishing this is by
less than four different schools appealing directly to the public
as an undecided major, before for support, and with her pubfinally buckling down and fin- lic speaking prowess (or lack
ishing a journalism degree. It is thereof ), I don’t think she would
this lack of vision and purpose be able to generate the kind of
support necessary to influence
that I have a problem with.
The vice presidential debate entrenched legislators. I just
has only reinforced my opin- don’t believe she would be able
ion in this. The leader of our to move anything through Concountry must have the ability gress. Even Joe Sixpack must
to viscerally move the people. surely agree that it takes more
This implies a certain amount than a wink from Miss Congeniof eloquence. Sure, Joe Biden ality to run a country.
may have said some things
that were blatantly incorrect, like the role of the
vice president in the legislative process, or even
which article of the constitution covers these roles,
but hey, at least his speech
had some flow to it. Palin’s,
however, was largely without rhythm, coming just
short of stuttering. This is
emphasized by any attempt
to read the transcript of the
debate, which is rife with
sentence fragments and
lack of sequence.
Let us assume for a moment, hypothetically, that
she does have some sort of
vision. Palin spent a great
http://www..ﬂickr.com
deal of her college years as
undecided, without a clear Two women on the Opinions page?
direction.
Without this What is this, the CSSE department?

Dude, where’s my footlong?
Hobey Tam
Staff Writer
On October 6, 2008, there was
talk of ridding Subway of the ﬁve
dollar footlong, a deal we have all
come to love and enjoy. Sources
indicate that the workers and
students were openly discussing
the phase out, which may start
as early as next week. What does
that mean for us (especially freshman who are FORCED to pay for
the 18 meal plan)? It means that
our meal exchange will not cover

a footlong with an extra cookie
anymore. It means that we will
be forced to either eat dinky sixinch subs for the rest of the year
with no drink or chips, paying
more money, despite the already
ridiculous amount of food expenditures.
However, there is a way to stop
this madness utilizing simple
economic principles. One easy
solution is, if the problem ever
arises, to boycott the Subway until the ﬁve dollar footlongs return.
Instead of heading towards the

apartments, we will head towards
the Union and dine in Noble Roman’s where meal exchange gets
a drink, pizza, breadsticks and a
dip of your choice.
The driving force behind this
theory is that Subway is a business
that seeks to make money (duh).
If enough people stop eating at
Subway, they will not be able to
generate enough revenue to continue business – thus they must
bring back the one thing that the
ravenous masses demand: FIVE
DOLLAR FOOTLONGS.

Campus polling shows Obama with a slight
edge over McCain
Latest on campus polling shows Senator Barack Obama with a
slight lead over Senator John McCain. 221 students took part in
the poll, with respondents being evenly distributed among the four
grade levels, and females making up 23% of the total respondents.
Of the 221 polled, 92% are registered voters.

This poll was conducted in conjunction with Dr. Terrence Casey’s
American Government and Politics class. Please note, this poll is
not a scientific poll, sample was not taken at random.

VOTE THIS WEEK ON ANGEL
Please visit Angel this week and every week to vote!
Directions: Log onto Angel -> Public Resources (Under Toolbox) ->
Public Surveys -> Election Poll
Continued on Page 5 ...

Dude, where’s my
bailout?

Matthew Bryant
Staff Writer

Congress has been busy over
the past few weeks. We’ve seen
$85 billion dollars go to AIG, $25
billion to automakers, $200 billion in capital and credit lines
to Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
and who knows what else we’ll
be forking over to California and
Massachusetts.
On top of that, John McCain
wants to “purchase mortgages
directly from homeowners and
mortgage servicers.” McCain’s
own campaign estimates the
plan would cost another $300
billion dollars. Barack Obama
wants to provide $50 billion to
“jumpstart the economy.” This
money would be split between
a State Growth Fund and a Jobs
and Growth Fund. (Thanks for
the speciﬁcs there, Senator.)
Is anyone else starting to think
that Washington is only throwing money at the situation with
the hopes that something will
stick? Many will tell you that
these actions are necessary because of the current “freeze” in
credit markets. They propose
that in order to stave off total
failure of the economy, we must
ensure credit markets continue
to operate.
However, what is actually happening is a colossal rip-off of the
American people. Robert Higgs,
an economist from the American Enterprise Institute, analyzed the actual credit numbers
reported by the Federal Reserve.
He says, “Although certain ﬁnancial institutions are undeniably
in deep trouble—difﬁculties
of their own making we might
add—credit markets in general have not ceased to operate.
Moreover lenders are extending credit in historically great
amounts.”

According to the Federal Reserve Bank’s own website, the
credit market is doing quite
well. In fact, commercial and industrial loans, consumer loans
and even real estate loans at all
commercial banks are increasing. Furthermore, the total bank
credit of all commercial banks,
which is reported weekly, continues to rise. Some credit freeze.
How many times have you
heard that people are unable to
borrow in our current economic
climate because the banks have
no money to lend? What those
who follow this misguided line
of thinking are missing is that
the banks do not lend their own
money; they lend that of their
depositors and stockholders.
Just because a bank may disappear is no indication that the
lender will. Borrowers are still
borrowing and lenders are still
lending. The only difference is
the mode in which this occurs.
The ﬁnancial institutions that
usually facilitate such a transaction are now facing the consequences of engaging in risky
practices. If they collapse, others
would replace them and learn
from their mistakes. Because
people do make mistakes and
lose money all the time. Restaurants, grocery stores and gas stations all fail. This has led to the
creation of restaurants we like to
eat at, grocery stores that have
the right prices, and gas stations
with the correct location. It’s a
simple function of the market. If
the banks were allowed to fail, we
would then see a surge of banks
responsible with their lending.
People on the other hand pick
the wrong stocks, buy the wrong
cars, and marry the wrong
people all without turning to
the Treasury Department for a
bailout. Maybe it’s time to ask,
“Dude, where’s my bailout?”

Friday, October 10, 2008

SPORTS

Stephanie
Harrington
Tim Boyer
Copy Editor
This year, the women’s golf
team is making a strong showing thanks to Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference (HCAC)
leader and this week’s Rose Thorn
Athlete of the Week, junior civil
engineering major, Stephanie
Harrington. Harrington has lead
the Engineers for the past three
years (including this fall) with the
lowest average score at 82.5 this
season (1.6 ahead of number two)
and an 85.0 for her career, both
the lowest score in school history.
Twice this year she has been
honored as the HCAC Player of
the Week and in the past two seasons has been named an all-HCAC
player and looking to repeat this
year. This weekend, Rose-Hulman hosts the HCAC Women’s
Golf Championships at the Hulman Links Golf Course.
Stephanie Harrington took the
time to answer some questions
for the Rose Thorn.
Rose Thorn: How long have you
been playing golf?
Stephanie Harrington: I have been
playing golf since about freshmen
year of high school. I didn’t really
take it seriously until about my
sophomore [year]. High school
golf was a lot more competitive,
here we do take it seriously, but
we have a great group of girls that
make it a lot fun.
RT: The women’s golf team
has taken some steps up over

the past three years. What has
changed since you were a
freshman?
SH: Well, we have had a lot of
things happen over the last three
years. My freshmen year the previous coach, Coach Hill, quit before
school so we had an adjusting period where the men’s coach, Coach
Shaw, took over. Then about half
way thru we got a new coach who
was a basketball alumni. Also that
year, an upper classmen, Amelia
Dasovich, put a lot of work in trying to vamp up the golf team. Then
sophomore year Matt quit and we
got an awesome new coach from
New Zealand, Pina Lissaman. She
is really competitive and pushed
us to reach our potential. Since
then we have gotten more girls interested in playing and this year we
have the potential to place in the
conference, maybe even win.
RT: You currently lead the HCAC
with the lowest average score.
How do you plan on maintaining that going into the Women’s
Conference
Championships
this weekend?
SH: Well, hopefully all the practicing this season has prepared me
for the tournament. Also, we have
been playing the course as much
as possible so we can feel conﬁdent in our plays.
RT: Being only a junior this year,
do you think you can improve
to be even more successful
next year?
SH: Well actually, we have another junior, Bethany Brisco, who is

on a co-op this fall, but hopefully
we will be able to play better next
year. Our team keeps improving
year after year. We will only graduate one player this year so we will
have all the returning players as
well as some new recruits. We anticipate an even more successful
season next year.
RT: What’s the most meaningful award or recognition that
you’ve received?
SH: Freshmen year I received
the Freshmen of the Year [award]
from the Heartland Conference.
Also I received the All Conference
Team award, which is the lowest
10 scores of the conference. Beginning as a freshmen and receive
these awards was great achievement for me.
RT: How has participating in a
varsity sport had an effect on
your experience at Rose?
SH: I deﬁnitely had to work on
time management skills. Also
being the co-captain helped me
improve my leadership skills and
team motivation skills.
RT: Do you have any plans on
staying involved in golf after
Rose?
SH: Yes, I really enjoy playing golf.
Golf is a sport anyone can play no
matter how old or young you are.
It is a great way to meet people
and network with companies.
Also, each course is different so it’s
a new adventure every time you
play. The courses also tend to be
quite pretty with various hazards.
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Engineer Scoreboard
Women’s Tennis
9-3 (5-3)

Football
4-1 (2-0)

October 4
Franklin College
at Rose-Hulman

6
3

Hanover College
at Rose-Hulman

5
4

October 5
Rose-Hulman
at Oakland City U.

7
2

Volleyball
14-8 (2-0)

October 4
Transylvania University 0
at Rose-Hulman
3
October 7
Franklin College
at Rose-Hulman

2
3

October 4
Manchester College 31
at Rose-Hulman
35

Men’s Soccer
7-3-1 (3-0)
October 4
Rose-Hulman
at Mt. St. Joseph

3
0

Women’s Soccer
6-5 (1-2)
October 4
Rose-Hulman
at Mt. St. Joseph

0
1

Women’s Cross Country
October 4
Earlham Invitational
Richmond, IN

4th of 7

Men’s Cross Country
October 4
Earlham Invitational
Richmond, IN

1st of 8

Men’s Golf
October 4-5
DePauw Invitational
Clayton, IN

11th of 12

At home tomorrow
Women’s golf HCAC Championship at Hulman Links G.C.
11 a.m.

Cubs, from page 5

Why am I still a Cubs fan? You
might as well be asking why Germans like beer. Why ﬁsh swim.
Why civil engineers like concrete.
I was born a Cubs fan. My mother
is a Cubs fan. My grandmother is
a Cubs fan. It’s genetic. It’s in my
blood. I was born a Cubs fan, and
I will die a Cubs fan, no question.
Whether or not I’ll see the Cubs
win the World Series, that’s a
very good question, but when it
comes to being a Cubs fan, you
can’t jump ship just because they
got swept in the ﬁrst round of the
playoffs. If all Cubs fans were that
shallow, the boat would have been
a ghost ship decades ago. Cubs
fans are clearly not bandwagon
jumpers—no one jumps onto a
bandwagon that’s burning to the
ground, and that’s the short-form
history of the Cubs. We’re not just
the lovable losers; we take losing
to a whole new level. First, we set
a record for the most wins in the
history of the league, just to get
beat by a team nicknamed “The
Hitless Wonders.” Then there’s
the black cat incident, the Curse
of the Billy Goat, and don’t even
get me started on Bartman. Cubs
postseason baseball rivals only
France ﬁghting wars in futility.
And through, or perhaps despite,

this futility, Cubs fans have become the most loyal fans in any
sport, at any level.
Still, why? Why stay cheering
for a team that hasn’t won it all
since the FBI and Converse were
founded? Simple: it’s because being a Cubs fan is about a journey,
not a destination. After all, if you
cheer for a team only so they can

win it all, you’re deﬁnitely losing out on what being a fan is all
about. Using the simple law of averages, there’s about thirty teams
in all professional leagues, meaning a team will win it all, on average, every thirty years. That’s two
or three times in a lifetime. While
still far better than the Cubs, that’s
not worth having your heart torn
out at the end of every season. You
root for a team for the little victo-

ries it gets every year, not just the
big ones; for the pre-season and
the new players it brings; for the
heart-stopping comebacks and
the jaw dropping ﬁnishes; for the
now or never battle at the end of
the year to make the last playoff
spots. You root for a team for the
entire season, and this year, the
Cubs had one amazing season to
root for.
The Cubs swept the Diamondbacks out of the best record in
baseball, the Brewers when they
thought they could catch them
at the end of the year, and the
Pirates pretty much whenever
they wanted to. There were times
when the Cubs were unbeatable,
especially in front of their hometown fans. Down by three in the
5th inning? Not a problem, because every Cubs fan knew they
would be coming back, and they
pretty much always did. Heck,
there was even a game when the
Cubs were down nine to one in
the sixth inning and came back to
win 10 to nine. They were unstoppable. Dempster didn’t know how
to lose at Wrigley, Zambrano was
hitting better than most of the
National League, and the rookies
Soto and Fukudome were playing
like they had been all-stars since

the nineties. We didn’t need to
ﬁght for a playoff spot at the end
of the year—we crusied through
to September in style, and that
made it one of my favorite summers in years.
But perhaps the best moments
of all came on June 22, when I
woke up to my twin brother, a
die-hard fan for that other Chicago team, laughing at me as the
Cubs were down four to one going into the fourth. By the time
I had made my breakfast, the
Cubs had hit back-to-back home
runs and my brother was feeling
slightly uneasy in his lazy-boy.
But by the time I had ﬁnished my
Pop Tarts, my brother seemed
to have been struck by a sudden
case of lockjaw as he only mumbled through gritted teeth when I
asked him what the score of the
game was. Ten to four, Cubbies
up. It’s always beautiful to wake
up to a Cubs game on a Saturday
afternoon, but it’s pure nirvana
to wake up to the Cubs drubbing
and sweeping our cross-town rivals.
Forty days I’ve worn this jersey, and as long as it doesn’t fall
apart, I’ll be wearing it another
40 years. And even if the Cubs
don’t win the World Series any-

time soon, I’ll still be a fan. The
fact that my grandmother lived
for 72 years as a die-hard Cubs
fans and never saw the Cubs go
all the way will make it that much
better when the Cubs ﬁnally do
win it all. When a team wins the
big championship every decade
or so like the Yankees, you forget
how special it really is. So when
the Cubs ﬁnally do win the World
Series, I won’t be celebrating that
joyous victory just for me. No,
I’ll be celebrating for myself and
every other Cubs fan that came
before me and never got to see
them win the big one. Maybe not
next year, maybe not the next decade and maybe it will have to be
my grandchildren, or even their
grandchildren. But someday,
some die-hard Cubs fan of my
Cubs-loving lineage will ﬁnally
get the boundless joy of watching
the Cubs win the World Series.
And when it does happen, I will
be crying tears of joy for the one
hundred plus years it ﬁnally took
to happen. Or maybe it will have
to be my grandchildren … or
maybe their grandchildren …
Cubs logo courtesy http://larkinfamily-joy.blogspot.com/2007/10/
o-cubs-go.html

IIX

FLIPSIDE

The Rose Thorn

Now high carb and trans fat full with 1 essential minerals!

Things you see in
Terre Haute

Noel Spurgeon
Terre Haute Tour Guide Extraordinaire

For the unaccustomed, Terre Haute is often a strange and overwhelming place. To help in the adjustment to life in the Haute, the
thorn has created a guide to some of the more common features of the
city, complete with helpful identiﬁcation information.
• Bicycle riders: Most common between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., these can be located at any hour of the day or night. Most often,
they can be found traveling along busy roads with a complete disregard for their own well-being. Be especially aware of their presence at
night, as they can cause considerable damage to any car smaller than
a Hummer.
• Mullet: Business in the front and party in the back, this coif died
along with hair metal and acid-washed jeans. However, for some Terre
Hautians, the style lives on, and shows no signs of fading. Unisex and
suitable for any age, mullets are sometimes spotted adorning the skulls
of entire families, although the solitary variety is more common.
• ISU students: Why are they here? Where are the from? Do they
even go to class? Although the ﬁrst two questions continue to vex
researchers, the ﬁnal question has been answered with a resounding
“no.” ISU students can be spotted almost anywhere in Terre Haute,
from the beds of pickup trucks to the tables in front of Starbucks, and
whatever they’re doing, it’s certainly not homework.
• Grafﬁti: Grafﬁti in Terre Haute is rather unique in that it does not
follow the ‘bubble bubble squiggle bubble’ format present in so many
other cities, and display a depth of emotion and message not present
in the usual ‘stand here and die’ variety of grafﬁti. A ﬁne example of
Hautian grafﬁti is located behind Olive Garden. Featuring the word
‘Batman’ and the bat symbol, the primal scrawl of the letters symbolizes man’s conﬂict with the beast within. The easily recognizable
emblem of justice provides hope that man’s better nature will triumph
over his darker side.
• The paper mill smell: Ranging from a barely perceptible whiff to an
overwhelming efﬂuvium of wet cardboard vapors, this odor is one of
the most distinct features of Terre Hautian life. Most of the time, it is
easily ignored, but when the wind blows in the right direction, staying
inside is recommended.
Armed with this informative list of the sights and smells of Terre
Haute, the Thorn hopes its readers will be more informed of what they
see here… because they’ve probably never seen it before.
(Ed. Note: The colons are for you, peanut)

James Zhou
Energy so Green, you’ll be glowing with
Radioactive Pride!

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among
Men…”- Declaration of Independence
In these dark times, I really do need a nuclear powered tank in
order to defend my life, my liberty, and my pursuit of happiness,
my basic unalienable rights as a human being. After all, if I were to
possess a nuclear powered tank, its uranium plated reactive armor
will protect my life, its uranium plated armor-piercing shells will
protect my liberty, and its uranium plated extra-uranium-enriched
happy meals with a free toy that is made out of uranium will make
me happy. In fact, if the government was truly a kind and benevolent
entity that reﬂects the will of the people, it will have no choice except
to recognize that there is a right to a nuclear powered tank and that
right belongs to me. That right may not be found in any text, but sure
as my love of nuclear powered tanks, it does exist unequivocally to all
who share my love of nuclear powered tanks.
However, unlike most people, I do honestly plan on being responsible once I receive my nuclear powered tank. If I ran over you, know
in your heart that I will write a short letter of apology and pin it to
your corpse. If I were to demolish your home, realize that ﬁreworks
shows are an act of public service. And if I were ever to give you
radiation poisoning by driving past you during your commute, know
that you will not have to suffer a long and painful death if you simply
drive in front of my nuclear powered tank’s treads.
Now I know that there are some ignorant godless detractors, who
hate life, liberty, apple pies, and the [local sports team here], who will
argue against my right, nay, entitlement to a nuclear powered tank.
“It is very expensive,” they say. “It is unwieldy and may explode at
inopportune moments,” they say. “It doesn’t actually exist,” they say.
“You are the most awesomest person in the world,” they say. Aside
from the last group, I will make the solemn promise that when I get
a nuclear powered tank, courtesy of your taxpayer dollars, I shall
immediately make plans to squish you. Those who thought my ideas
are awesome will receive chocolate-chip cookies. Only instead of
chocolate, it will be uranium. And instead of cookies, there will be
uranium.

Find your match today!

Top Ten “oops”
moments in
Rose history
Matt Melton
This May Be #11...
10. Naming the Public Safety
ofﬁce “Ofﬁce of Public Safety”
(OoPS).
9. An issue cover and direct link
to CosmoGIRL! magazine on our
website’s front page (by the way,
where are our free t-shirts for that
distinction?).
8. Building Rose’s campus in
Terre Haute instead of somewhere like California…or Maui…
or one of 47 other popular vacation destinations.
7. Eliminating download restrictions (can you say la.........g?)
6. Jack Midgely.

roseHarmony.com
Would you rather...

Hobey Tam - Captain Conundrum
Cure AIDS for the entire world...

5. Taking 117 years to ﬁnally
admit girls to Rose.
4. Admitting girls to Rose
at all. (Send all comments to
ﬂipside@rose-hulman.edu...)
3. Reducing the size of the bonﬁre. (Thank you FAA for having
sooooo much free time.)

or

2. Not calling the apartments
Sammy Suites. Sammy Hulbert
gave what equates to far more
than a million dollars to Rose.
1. In picture form, this...

Own your own lightsaber?
Begin the cafeteria debate now!
Nick Easter - Wouldn’t know a stripper if one clubbed him in the face

Why I am entitled
to a nuclear tank

Naked Lady Riding Fish and Gnome
Matched September 10, 2008

becoming this:

Wacky prof quotes
“I don’t know what asexually
reproducing plants are,
but they don’t sound very
fun...” — Dr. Mason, keeping biology class awkward.
“Math needs lasers.” — Dr.
Holder. Darn right.
“If the corning column is
on ﬁre, run for your life.”
— Dr. Serbezov on lab
safety. Seriously though,
run for your life...
“This table is your friend.
Buy it a present. Or a
beer. Or both.” — Dr. VanSchtoikiomatry, to whom
I apologize for constantly
butchering your name. I
will buy you all three.
“I prayed for you the night
before the test. It didn’t
work.” — Dr. Hanson. At
least he tried. Poor poor
civils...

In the blue corner, the writer of all unattributted material, Matthew Melton! His opponent, in the Red corner, armed with massive amounts of e-mail protests, everyone this page is going to upset! At this point, I’d like to remind everyone this is a HUMOR page, as in SATIRE was
used. Seriously, It’s nice having girls here. BSB smells halfway decent now (at least on top). As for the RHIT “oops,” if we can’t laugh at our own mistakes (the Flipside Civil War, the Facebook website, Hertz) then what can we laugh at? Pirates references just don’t do it for us anymore...

